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Ne 12/03/19
BceuecTHble oTuUbI, goporue o Nocnoae 6patba u cecTpbi!

C noboBblo NpPUBETCTBYIO Bac M3 Aanekoro Hblo-Mopka, cepaeuHo kenasa BCeM MOMOLLM
Boxunen B LOCTOMHOM NPOXOXKAEHUU PO aecTBEHCKOro NocTa, BeAyLLero K pafoCcTHOM BCTpeye
*ueoro bora, ctaswero Knsbim Yenosekom! Hagerocb, 4To Mbl Byaem npunaratb BCe yCUANA K
O0/IKHOM NOATOTOBKE CBOUX cepaeL, K 3TOM CNaBHOM U yTellUTeIbHOM BCTpeye.

A ecnn mbl cOCpesoTOUYMMCA HA TOM, K YeMy NPU3bIBAET HaC B 3TU cBATble aHK CBATaA LlepKoBsb,
TO HMYTO HE CYMEET OMPaYnUTb HWU HbIHEWHWUA HalW MOCTHbIM NOABUI, HU TPAAYLLMIA CBET/bIN
npasgHWK, B TOM 4ucne W nocaeaHue cobbiTMa B KU3HM ABCTPaNMMCKO-HOBO3enaHACKOM
enapxuu, cBsizaHHble C Aenom apxumaHaputa Anekcusa (PoseHTyna). 3a nocneaHue mecsiubl
nocne nepBoOro 3asB/NEHUA MOEro HegocTouHcTBa oT 18/31 okTabpa c.r. B [yXOBHbIN cyA
NOCTYNUAM KaK NMCbMa B MOAAEP!KKY apxMmaHapuTa AneKkcus, Tak U HOBble »Kanobbl NPoTUB
HEero oT pasHbIX nL,. Kpome TOro, B NPaBOOXPaHUTE/IbHbIX OPraHax OTKPbLITO CeAcTBME MO ero
peny. B cBa3n ¢ aTum, cneaya LEPKOBHO-KAHOHUYECKUM U FPaXKAaHCKMM HOPMaMm, 3anpeLLeHne
B CBALLEHHOCNYXEHUWN, HANOMKEHHOE Ha apPXMMAHAPWUTA ANEKCMA, KaK U BpPeMeHHOoe ero
OTCTPaHEeHMe OT Bcex 06A3aHHOCTEN, OCTAaBAAETCA B CUJie BNpeab A0 3aBepLIeHUA CIeACTBUA, a
yneHam [lyxOBHOro cyzia Mopy4aerca B 4em cneayeTt COTPYAHMYATb C MPaBOOXPAHUTENIbHbIMU
opraHamu.

Mpeactoa Kypcko-KopeHHoit uKoHe bBoxkuelr Matepn, Oaurntpum Pycckoi 3apyberkHow
Llepkeu, c 60/bi0 B cepALe MOOCh 3a Hally ABCTpa/iMMCKO-HoBO3enaHACKYo enapxuio, 3a ee
KAWP W Yag, 3a BCeX, TaK AN MHAYe BOB/IEYEHHbIX B 3TO NeyasibHoe A4eNo, U cnewy noaenmnTbea
HECKO/IbKMMM CI0BaMM Ha3UAaHUA, KOTOPbIE, KaK A HafertCb, BCEM HamM NPUroasaTca.

Hunea B CeaTo-TponuyKon obutenn, obyyaacb B ceMUHApPUM NpU Hel U Habngas 3a CBATOM
JKU3HbIO CTAapoOM MOHACTbIPCKOM OpaTuM, s O4YeHb ObICTPO NOHAA, yYTO 6e3 TepnesMBoro
nepeHeceHunsa ckopbei 1 UCKyLeHnn, 6e3 rnybokoii Bepbl B Mpombicn Boxuii, Beaywmin Hac no
NyTU K BEYHOMY CMACEHWUIO, U CMUPEHHOM BaarogapHOCTU 3a BCe - 32 A0b6poe U cTpallHoe -
HMKaK He yaacTcs OyXOBHaA W3Hb. Korga Ha MOHAcCTbIPCKOW KyxHe BapuauM Cyn, Kenas
AOCTUYb HYXKHOTO BKyCa, Mbl f06aBAAAM B HEro W CONeHoe, U cnaakoe, U octpoe. Tak U B
M3HW. Tocnogb, NOCblIas HaM KaK pagocTu, Tak W ropecty, AoO6WBaeTcs onpefeneHHbIX
pe3ynbTaToB, «rNybMHOK MYyAPOCTU M YE/IOBEKOIOOHOY» Kenasn, YTobbl Mbl AOPOCAN A0 MEpbI
TOro NOTeHUMana Ans BEYHOCTH, KoTopbli OH 0 Hac 3agyman. bor He cyauT TaK, Kak Mbl, NOTOMY



yto OH BMAWT BeCb MPOLECC OT Hayana U A0 KoHua. OH PyKOBOAWUT LEPKOBHOW KMU3HbIO BCEM
Hawen obLWUPHOW enapxMm MU CNaceHMEeMm KaxKAoro OTAENbHOro ee KAUPUKa U MUPSAHUHA.
Mocemy, CMMPUMCA NOA KPenkyto pyKy Boxuio u byaem Bcaveckn crnocobCcTBoBaTb HE CCOPam U
pasgeneHuam, a bpatonobuio M eauMHCTBY NMOCPeACTBOM ropsyeirt MoOMTBbI ApYr 3a Apyra,
nocta M NOCTOAHHOW MaMATU O TOM, YTO Bce AMBo nocblnaetca borom, AM6o nonyckaetca NUm
paau Hawero crnaceHua. MycTb 3TO MOMOMKET HaM CMOKOMHO MPUHUMATbL TO, YTO MPOUCXOLUT
BOKPYr Hac, Aabbl He B Ayxe rHeBa WM Pa3fApaskUTeNbHOCTU, a B COCTOAHUWU BeccTpacTHOM W
CMUPEHHOM NpPeoaoneTb NOCTUTLLIEE HAC UCMbITAHWE U BOCCTaTb B cune!

Ha byaet 6n1aroc/ioBeH Hall NyTb B MbIC/IEHHbIN Budneem gna noknoHeHua Poamnsluemyca Tam
BoromnageHuy-Xpucty! MpenoacaBwmncb ynoBaHMem Ha bora u Ero BoaAUTENbCTBO, C XKE3/10M
MOJ/INTBbI MPUCOEANHMMCA K BONXBaM W NacTbipAM W HanpaBUM CTOMbl CBOU B Budieemckyio
newiepy, oTKyaa Aa BoccusaeT Mnp XpUCToB BCeM Hallen enapxmm!

C no6oBbio 0 Mlocnoae 1 npocbb6oit 0 monuTseax,

4 ﬂ{w%'w#?

MuTpononut BoctouHo-AmepuKaHcKuii u Hbto-MopKcKuii,
NepBouepapx Pycckoit 3apybexxHoii Liepksu.
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10/23 December 2019
Reverend Fathers, beloved in Christ bothers and sisters,

In the love of Christ, I greet you from faraway New York, with heartfelt wishes
that, through God’s help, your diligent observance of the Nativity Fast will lead
you to a joyous meeting with the Living God, Who became a Living Man! I hope
that we will all apply diligent effort to prepare our hearts towards this glorious,
comforting meeting.

Furthermore, if we focus on that goal towards which the Holy Church is beckoning
us in this holy period, then nothing will succeed in sullying neither our current
lenten struggle, nor the coming radiant Feastday. This pertains also to the current
matters in the life of the Australian and New Zealand diocese concerning
Archimandrite Alexis (Rosentool). In the course of the last few months, after
publication by my unworthiness of the statement dated 18/31 October 2019, the
Ecclesiastical Court has received letters of support of Archimandrite Alexis, as
well as new letters of complaints from various people. Apart from this, a police
investigation has been opened in relation to these matters. In light of this, in
accordance with Church Canons and Civil Law, the suspension of priestly function
placed upon Archimandrite Alexis as well as temporary removal from all priestly
duties remains in force until the conclusion of the investigation, and the members
of the Ecclesiastical Court are instructed to cooperate with law enforcement
officials.

In reverence before the holy image of the Kursk-Root icon of the Mother of God,
the Guide of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, I pray with heartfelt pain for
our Australian and New Zealand diocese, her clergy and faithful, for all those who
have in one way or another been affected by this sorrowful matter. I wish to share
some personal thoughts of edification which, I hope, will be of some benefit to all
of us.

When I lived in Holy Trinity Monastery, studying at the seminary and observing
the holy lives of the elders of the monastery, I understood very quickly that without
patient endurance of grief and temptations, without a deep faith in God’s
Providence, which leads us on the path to eternal salvation, and humble gratitude



for all things - good and terrible - spiritual life could not properly attained. When
soup was prepared in the monastery kitchen, in order to achieve the desired taste,
we would add salty as well as sweet and peppery spices. So it is also in life, that
the Lord, in sending us joys as well as sorrows, does so to achieve specific results,
“by the depths of His wisdom and out of love for man” desiring, that we may grow
in that measure of potential for eternity that He has intended for us. God does not
judge as we do, because He sees the whole process from beginning to end. He
directs church life throughout our vast diocese and the individual life of each
clergy and layperson. Therefore, let us humble ourselves beneath the mighty hand
of God and let us contribute not to argumentation and division, but to mutual love
and oneness through fervent prayer for each other, through fasting and constant
remembrance that all things are either sent by God or are allowed by Him for the
sake of our salvation. Let this help us peacefully accept all that transpires around
us, that we may overcome the trials which have befallen us not in a spirit of anger
and irritation, but a spirit of dispassion and humility, so that we may rise stronger
again!

Blessed be our journey to the noetic Bethlehem where we may venerate the Christ-
Child in His Nativity! Let us gird ourselves with hope in God and His guidance,
with the staff of prayer let us join with the Wisemen and shepherds and turn our
paths to the Bethlehem manger, from which may the peace of Christ shine upon
our whole diocese!

With love in the Lord and asking your prayers,

Metropolitan of Eastern America and New York,
Archbishop of Sydney, Australia and New Zealand,
First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad.




